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The GCC has chosen to establish what was once called a regular clergy, as distinct from a

secular clergy-that is to say, something much closer to monks than to ministers. This was the

core model for clergy in the old Celtic Church in Ireland, Wales, Brittany, and other Celtic

nations, in the days before the Roman papacy imposed its rule on the lands of Europe's far

west. Members of the Celtic clergy were monks first and foremost, living lives focused on

service to the Divine rather than the needs of a congregation, and those who functioned as

priests for local communities did so as a small portion of a monastic lifestyle that embraced

many other dimensions. In all Gnostic traditions, personal religious experience is the goal that

is set before each aspirant and the sole basis on which questions of a religious nature can be

answered-certain teachings have been embraced as the core values from which the Gnostic

Celtic Church as an organization derives its broad approach to spiritual issues. Those core

teachings may be summarized in the words "Gnostic, Universalist, and Pelagian" which are

described in this book.
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have long thought that the independent sacramental movement ranks among the most

promising stars now rising above the horizon of contemporary spirituality. That diverse body of

monastics and mystics, bishops, priests, priestesses, and laypeople who have embraced the

inner experiential heritage of Western sacramental religion, while rejecting its dogmatic and

authoritarian perversions, has as yet barely registered on the fringes of the collective

conversation of our time. Still, some of the most thoughtful and innovative work in today’s

religious scene is taking shape in the independent churches and religious orders of that

movement.When I became the seventh Grand Archdruid of the Ancient Order of Druids in

America (AODA) in 2003, the thought of participating in that movement in any active role was

nowhere in my mind. My hope was simply to help revive a Druid order that was at that time on

the brink of extinction. Only when the initial hard work of relaunching the order and revising its

rituals and teachings was past did I begin to get some idea of just how much of the last century

or so of alternative spirituality in America and elsewhere had helped shape the traditions

AODA’s elderly members handed down to me. The teachings and documents I received then

and later, and the initiations and consecrations that came with them, included material and

lineages from several branches of the independent sacramental movement. That heritage cried

out for exploration and inclusion in the AODA tradition; one result, more than a decade later, is

this book.I owe a great deal to the people who made this portion of my own spiritual journey

possible. Foremost among them is Dr. John Gilbert, who introduced me to the AODA as well as

the Universal Gnostic tradition, helped me make sense of the connections between them, and

was the principal consecrator at my episcopal consecration in 2004. Special thanks are also

owed to Bishop John Plummer, who consecrated me sub conditione in 2007 and

communicated to me several other lineages and empowerments at the same time, and taught

me a great deal about the potentials for diversity and creativity within a tradition that I, raised

outside Christianity, had always understood in far too narrow a sense.The other current



archdruids of AODA, Sara Greer, Gordon Cooper, and Siani Overstreet, all willingly contributed

to the complex process of enriching contemporary Druidry with a modern nature-centered

Gnosticism. Here as so often, though, my deepest thanks are owed to the members of AODA,

whose enthusiasm for a spirituality that pays little heed to conventional notions about religion

and the inner life continues to startle and inspire me./|\ John Michael GreerPresiding

Archbishop, GCCSpring Equinox 2013The Gnostic Celtic ChurchThe Gnostic Celtic Church

(GCC) is an independent sacramental church of nature spirituality affiliated with the Ancient

Order of Druids in America (AODA), a contemporary Druid order. Like many other alternative

spiritual groups in American society, AODA—which was originally founded in 1912—developed

connections with a variety of other compatible traditions over the course of its history. One of

these connections was with the Universal Gnostic Church (UGC).After the revival of AODA

began in 2003, its archdruids and members began to discuss the possibility and value of a

branch of the UGC tradition specifically oriented to AODA’s system of nature spirituality and

contemporary Druid teachings. After much discussion and reflection, the GCC was accordingly

founded on December 22, 2010, as part of a general reorganization of AODA’s activities.The

GCC now functions as the center of the religious dimension of the AODA tradition, and is

responsible for the education and ordination of Druid clergy in AODA. What sets it apart from

most alternative religious groups nowadays is that the GCC does not train people for the

standard American Protestant model of the clergy—a model that assigns to clergy the

functions of providing weekly services to a congregation, “marrying and burying,” offering

amateur counseling to parishioners, and pursuing political and social causes of one kind or

another, and defines training for the ministry in terms of the same style of university education

used by most other service professions.This model evolved out of the distinctive social and

theological requirements of American Protestant Christianity and has little relevance to other

faiths, especially those that do not have the financial resources to support full-time ministers. It

has nonetheless been adopted uncritically by a great many alternative religious traditions here

in America. It was in response to the very poor fit between that model and the needs of a

contemporary alternative religious movement that AODA chose to pursue an older model

better suited to its own tradition and needs.The GCC thus has chosen to establish what was

once called a regular clergy, as distinct from a secular clergy—that is to say, something much

closer to monks than to ministers. This was the core model for clergy in the old Celtic Church in

Ireland, Wales, Brittany, and other Celtic nations, in the days before the Roman papacy

imposed its rule on the lands of Europe’s far west. Members of the Celtic clergy were monks

first and foremost, living lives focused on service to the Divine rather than the needs of a

congregation, and those who functioned as priests for local communities did so as a small

portion of a monastic lifestyle that embraced many other dimensions.It has been suggested by

scholars that the Celtic church’s monastic model of priesthood may well have been influenced

by the traditions of the ancient Druids, who were still a living presence in Ireland, Wales, and

elsewhere in the Celtic world at the time the Celtic Church first emerged there. Whether or not

this is the case, that model is far more relevant to the modern Druid tradition than is the

Protestant Christian model copied by so many alternative faiths nowadays.The specific rules

and disciplines of Christian monasticism are not relevant to a modern Druid tradition, to be

sure, and a case could be made that many of them are no longer relevant to the modern world

more generally. Still, there is certainly a need for men and women who are willing to embrace a

new monasticism centered on a personal rule: one in which the core principle of aligning the

whole life with the spiritual dimensions of reality can express itself in forms relevant to the

individual practitioner and the present age, in which a rich spiritual life supported by meaningful



ceremonial and personal practice can readily coexist with whatever form of outward life is

necessary or appropriate to each priest or priestess, and in which the practice of sacramental

spirituality can be pursued apart from the various pathologies of political religion.This concept,

which the GCC terms “the Hermitage of the Heart,” is what the GCC offers to those members

of AODA who are interested in following the path of a priest or priestess. It is obviously not for

everyone, but it is our belief and hope that many will find the path of the Gnostic Celtic Church

relevant to their own lives.Sources of the GCCThe Universal Gnostic Church was founded in

1952 by Revs. Omar Zasluchy, Owen Symanski, and Matthew Shaw, three dissident ministers

of the Universalist Church. Little remembered nowadays except by historians of liberal religion

and by the Unitarian Church, which absorbed it via a merger in 1961, the Universalist Church

was a significant presence in 19th and early 20th century American religion, with hundreds of

congregations across the country and a lively literature. Its distinctive (and, at the time, highly

controversial) doctrine was the insistence that all souls, without exception, must attain

salvation; the notion that any soul whatsoever could be condemned to eternal damnation was

in the Universalist view incompatible with faith in a loving and merciful God.The reasons that

led the three founders of the UGC to break from the Universalist Church and found their own

church are not described in the very limited documentation that survives from the UGC’s

origin. The first steps toward union with the Unitarian Church, which were taken around that

time, likely had much to do with the matter. The Unitarian Church’s movement toward an

essentially agnostic stance on most religious subjects over the course of the twentieth century

was a source of difficulty for many Universalists during the debate on uniting the two

denominations. While the union did finally take place in 1961, not all Universalist clergy or

laypeople went with their church into the new, combined Unitarian Universalist denomination.

The UGC was created by one small subset of those who did not.In its first days, the Universal

Gnostic Church called its presiding ministers apostles. At some point during the 1950s or

1960s, according to oral accounts by later bishops of the church, the three founding apostles

apparently received consecration and apostolic succession from a bishop in one of the French

Gnostic lineages, and thereafter used the title of bishop in place of apostle. Our research has

not been able to trace the details of the lineage that was received at that time, and its exact

nature and antecedents remain an open question. As mentioned further on in this essay, UGC

bishops later obtained reconsecration from a different source to secure a fully traceable

lineage of apostolic succession.The fusion of Universalism with the teachings of the French

Gnostic Revival made for an unusual approach to most religious questions, one that veered

well outside the territory of the religious mainstream of the time. The unconventional nature of

the UGC and its teachings were considerably amplified, though, when Bishop (and former

Apostle) Matthew Shaw, one of the three founders of the UGC, came into contact with Dr. Juliet

Ashley, at that time Grand Archdruid of the Ancient Order of Druids in America. Ashley was an

American occultist of what used to be the classic type, a gifted folk healer, hypnotist and

therapist as well as an initiate in a number of esoteric lineages.Sometime after 1972, when he

moved to Boulder, Colorado, Shaw became a member of AODA and most of the other orders

headed by Ashley. In 1978, in turn, Ashley resigned her position in AODA and Shaw, taking the

religious name Rhodonn Starrus, became the fourth Grand Archdruid of that order. From this

time on, all of the archdruids of the order have been consecrated ex officio as Gnostic bishops

in the UGC lineage. That heritage was passed in turn to the current Grand Archdruid of AODA,

John Michael Greer, who was consecrated in 2004, and to the other current archdruids, who

were consecrated by Greer and others in the years immediately thereafter. It was on this

foundation that the Gnostic Celtic Church was established in 2010.Teachings of the GCCThe



Gnostic Celtic Church draws its teachings from a medley of influences including the Druid

Revival, the Gnostic revival, the old Universalist Church, and the independent sacramental

movement. While no attempt is made to dogmatize—in this, as in all Gnostic traditions,

personal religious experience is the goal that is set before each aspirant and the sole basis on

which questions of a religious nature can be answered—certain teachings have been

embraced as the core values from which the GCC as an organization derives its broad

approach to spiritual issues. Those core teachings may be summarized in the words “Gnostic,

Universalist, and Pelagian.”GnosticThe word Gnostic comes from the Greek word gnosis,

which means “personal knowledge” or “recognition.” The term was used as a self-description

by a diverse and highly creative religious movement that began around the start of the

Christian era and continued for several centuries before it was obliterated by religious

persecution. Beginning in the 19th century, in an interesting parallel with the 18th century

revival of Druidry, the fragments of ancient Gnostic teachings helped spark a series of modern

movements that borrowed the concept of gnosis and the ancient Gnostic teaching that

personal experience, rather than dogmatic belief or membership in an organization, can form

the heart of a spiritual path. As part of the modern Gnostic movement, the GCC affirms that

individual experience is central to its own vision of spirituality.UniversalistSome of the ancient

Gnostics, like the mainstream religious movements that persecuted and eventually destroyed

them, taught that certain people were capable of reaching the goals of the spiritual path but

others were doomed to fail. An alternative view, taught by the great mystic Origen among

others, held that communion with spiritual realities is open to every being without exception,

and that all beings—again, without exception—will eventually enter into harmony with the

Divine. This belief may be found in many alternative spiritual traditions in the West; it has been

central to the contemporary Druid movement since the early days of the Druid Revival; and it

became the foundation of the Universalist heresy, and later of the Universalist Church. As one

heir of their legacy, the GCC affirms that the recognition of the potential for spiritual

achievement in all beings is central to its own vision of spirituality.PelagianPelagius was a

Christian mystic who was born in Wales in the 4th century, was ordained in the Celtic Church,

and taught what later came to be called the Pelagian heresy—the teaching that the salvation of

each individual is entirely the result of that individual’s own efforts, and can neither be gained

through anyone else’s merits or denied on account of anyone else’s failings. This teaching,

which contradicted orthodox doctrines of original sin and substituted atonement, nonetheless

remained part of the teachings of the Celtic Church, and of many other alternative movements

from the Middle Ages to the present. As an inheritor of a number of these traditions, the GCC

affirms that the value of personal responsibility and personal freedom is central to its own

vision of spirituality.As befits a church founded on the principle of individual spiritual

experience, the GCC does not require its members or any person whatsoever to accept any of

these teachings, but it does expect its priests and priestesses to be familiar with them, to

understand their meaning and value within the GCC’s tradition, and to be able to discuss them

intelligently. Beyond these, and on the same terms, the GCC accepts certain basic principles

that are common to most of the world’s religions and spiritual paths. It accepts, for example,

that the universe we see is a reflection of an invisible reality we do not normally see; that there

are many other beings in the universe besides humanity, some less complex and intelligent

than humanity, some more so; that each human being has a dimension that transcends the

physical and is capable of surviving the death of the physical body; that the incidents of life on

Earth are not merely random, but are obedient to purposes greater than those we know; and

that a personal relationship based on reverence and gratitude is an appropriate way of



interaction with spiritual powers and of participation in the cosmos as a whole.It will be noticed

that the GCC does not specify the number, gender, or nature of the spiritual powers its

deacons, priests and priestesses, and bishops invoke. This is quite deliberate, and derives

from the points already made. Human beings around the world and throughout time have

encountered a rich diversity of divine beings and of impersonal spiritual powers, and have

drawn inspiration, benediction, and guidance from them all. Though it is common in today’s

popular religious culture to insist that all this diversity must somehow be the expression of a

single reality, the jury remains out on that claim, and the GCC chooses not to take a position

on an issue that human beings may never be able to settle for certain.One or many, personal

or impersonal, gods or goddesses or some of each—these questions are left to the free choice

and the personal experience of the individual. Still, there is one limitation, which is that the

spiritual practices of the GCC presuppose a belief in, and an orientation toward, some power

or powers greater than humanity, with whom a personal relationship is possible. Those who

reject such a belief and orientation are entirely free to do so, in or out of AODA, but they will

not benefit from the training the GCC provides for its clergy and therefore are not eligible for

training and ordination. We encourage them to seek elsewhere for a system of training better

suited to their needs.Holy Orders and Apostolic SuccessionThe GCC confers three holy

orders, or stages in priestly training and initiation, upon its clergy. Reception into the order of

deacon is available to members of AODA who have been initiated into the First Degree of

AODA and desire to pursue ordination to the priesthood. Ordination into the order of priest or

priestess is reserved for those deacons of the GCC who have completed the study program

described in a later section of this book, and have also been initiated into the Second Degree

of AODA. Consecration into the order of bishop is reserved for those priests and priestesses of

the GCC who have designed and completed a personal study program building on that

established by the GCC for its priests and priestesses, and have also been initiated into the

Third Degree of AODA. Ordination is not merely a result of initiation into AODA degrees; it must

be earned by work beyond that required for the degrees.Holy orders conferred by the GCC

must be earned within the GCC training program. Those individuals who have been ordained

as deacons, priests or priestesses, or bishops in other churches, even if in possession of valid

orders, have not received the specific training and preparation that GCC clergy are expected to

have. Those who have been received, ordained, or consecrated in other lineages are certainly

welcome to participate in the GCC training program, and upon completion of each level, will

receive the appropriate ordination or consecration sub conditione.*The GCC, while it is not

exclusively a Christian church, has inherited apostolic succession—the communication of

lineage that reaches back from each bishop through the line of his or her consecrators to one

or more of the disciples of Jesus of Nazareth—as one of the currents of energy that flow into

its tradition and are communicated to its ordinands. After the passing of Matthew Shaw, John

Gilbert, a bishop in the UGC as well as one of AODA’s archdruids at that time, set about

renewing the apostolic succession of the UGC when it became clear that the details of Shaw’s

consecration could not be traced. As a result, Gilbert sought and received sub conditione

consecration from Bishop Lewis Keizer of the Church of Antioch. More recently, two of the

GCC’s present archbishops were also consecrated by Bishop John Plummer, an independent

bishop holding many lines of succession, and have transmitted this consecration to the other

GCC bishops.Because the GCC is not exclusively a Christian church, its apostolic succession

is not accepted by most Christian churches, and we recommend that those who are interested

in being ordained and consecrated in a lineage of apostolic succession accepted by the bulk of

sacramental Christian churches should seek it from another source. We regard apostolic



succession, and confer it within our own lineage, as one of a variety of diverse currents of

spiritual power that have descended to us from the past, and that help shape our unfolding

tradition of contemporary nature spirituality.The Rule of AwenIn the monastic traditions of other

faiths, a formal rule of life plays a central role in the activities of the regular clergy, and indeed

the term “regular clergy” itself (which derives from the Latin word regula, “rule”) derives from

that custom. While details vary from order to order and from faith to faith, the core principle of

each such rule is the whole and unreserved dedication of the self to the divine. Each precept of

a monastic rule serves as a means by which the details of daily life may be brought into

accordance with this central principle, and common obstacles to that reorientation of life may

be avoided.That principle, in the great majority of these faiths, finds its usual expression in

terms of a highly specific rule of life in which prohibitions central to the wider faith are taken to

extremes. Religious traditions that are uncomfortable with human sexuality, for example,

normally expect their monks and nuns to accept a lifelong avoidance of any form of sexual

contact; faiths that have a difficult relationship with the concept of individual freedom and

autonomy, similarly, tend to expect vows of obedience from their regular clergy. Druidry has no

such discomfort with either of these elements of life, or for that matter of anything else that is

part of the way of Nature, so a rule suitable for the regular clergy of a Druid order must take a

different approach.That approach takes its beginning from one of the central concepts of the

contemporary Druid movement: Awen, the spirit of inspiration. Each soul, according to the lore

of the Druid Revival, has its own unique Awen. To put the same concept in terms that may be

slightly more familiar to many readers, each soul has its own purpose in existence, which

differs from that of every other soul, and it has the capacity—and ultimately the necessity—of

coming to know, understand, and fulfill this unique purpose.
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and perspectives. The Gnostic Celtic Church takes its place among a growing and diverse

body of work. Author of over thirty books, blogger (of the influential weekly Archdruid Report,

among others), practicing magician, head of AODA (Ancient Order of Druids in America),

"Green Wizard," master conserver and longtime organic gardener, Greer wears lightly a

number of hats that place him squarely in the ranks of people to read, consider, and take

seriously, even if you find yourself, like I do, disagreeing from time to time with him or his

perspectives. In that case, he can still help you clarify your stance and your beliefs simply by

how he articulates the issues. In person (I met him at the 2102 East Coast Gathering), he is

witty, articulate, widely informed, and quick to dispose of shoddy thinking.What all Gnostic

traditions share, Greer notes, is that"personal religious experience is the goal that is set before

each aspirant and the sole basis on which questions of a religious nature can be answered --

certain teachings have been embraced as the core values from which the Gnostic Celtic

Church as an organization derives its broad approach to spiritual issues. Those core teachings

may be summarized in the words 'Gnostic, Universalist, and Pelagian' which are described in

this book."The Gnostic Celtic Church (GCC) may appear to step away from direct engagement

with contemporary issues that have been the focus of Greer's blog and recent books: peak oil,

the decline of the West and its imperial overreach, and ways to begin laying the foundations

and shaping a new, more balanced and truly green post-oil civilization that can arise over the

next few centuries.Instead of avoiding what amounts to an activist engagement, however, the

book comes at these issues indirectly, outlining a set of core practices and perspectives for

what AODA intends as "an independent sacramental church of nature spirituality." The

"independent sacramental movement is the ranks among the most promising stars now rising

above the horizon of contemporary spirituality," Greer observes in his introduction. Its freedom

from the bonds of creed and doctrine has helped carry it to fresh insights and creativity, and

deep applicability to the seeking that characterizes our era of "spiritual but not religious."What,

you may be asking, does this have to do with Druidry? A lot. Or why would a Druid group

include a "church" in the middle of its affairs? Read on, faithful explorer.To examine in turn

each of the three terms that Greer puts forth, the GCC is "Gnostic" because it affirms that

"personal experience, rather than dogmatic belief or membership in an organization, can form

the heart of a spiritual path." This sensibility accords well with most flavors of Druidry today.

While there is an admitted theme of ascetic dualism and world-hating in some currents of

Gnostic thought, Greer provides useful context: "... this was only one aspect of a much more

diverse and creative movement that also included visions of reality in which the oneness of the

cosmos was a central theme, and in which the body and the material world were points of

access to the divine rather than obstacles to its manifestation."The GCC is also "Universalist."

Among other early Church leaders, the great mystic Origen (184-254 CE) taught that

"communion with spiritual realities is open to every being without exception, and that all beings

-- again, without exception -- will eventually enter into harmony with the Divine." The

Universalist strain in Christianity is perhaps most familiar to most people today in the guise of

Unitarian Universalism, a relatively recent (1961) merger of two distinct movements in

Christianity. A Universalist strain has been "central to the contemporary Druid movement since

the early days of the Druid Revival" (ca. 1600s) and "may be found in many alternative spiritual

traditions of the West." Both Gnostic and Universalist links existed within AODA Druidry when

Greer was installed as Archdruid in 2003. (For another perspective, check out John Beckett's

blog Under the Ancient Oaks: Musings of a Pagan, Druid and Unitarian

Universalist.)"Pelagian," the third term, is perhaps the least familiar. This Christian heresy took

its name from Pelagius (circa 354-420 CE), a Welsh mystic who earned the ire of the Church



hierarchy because of his emphasis on free will and human agency. Pelagius taught, as Greer

briskly characterizes it, that "the salvation of each individual is entirely the result of that

individual's own efforts, and can neither be gained through anyone else's merits or denied on

account of anyone else's failings." Of course this teaching put Pelagius at odds with an

orthodoxy committed to doctrines of original sin, predestination, and the atonement of Christ's

death on the cross, and to policing deviations from such creeds. A Pelagian tendency remains

part of Celtic Christianity today.Greer draws on the history of Revival (as opposed to

Reconstructionist) Druidry and notes that the former places at its center some powerful

perspectives on individual identity and destiny."Each soul, according to the Druid Revival, has

its own unique Awen. To put the same concept in terms that might be slightly more familiar to

today's readers, each soul has its own purpose in existence, which differs from that of every

other soul, and it has the capacity -- and ultimately the necessity -- of coming to know,

understand, and fulfill this unique purpose."None of this is intended to deny the value of

community -- one of the great strengths of contemporary Druidry. But we each have work to do

that no one else can do for us. In keeping with the Druid love of threes, what we do with the

opportunities and challenges of a life determines where we find ourselves in the three levels of

existence: Abred, Gwynfyd and Ceugant. These are a Druid reflection of an ancient and pan-

cultural perception of the cosmos. Greer delivers profound Druid theology as a potential, a map

rather than a dogma. "It is at the human level that the individual Awen may become for the first

time an object of conscious awareness. Achieving this awareness, and living in accord with it,

is according to these Druid teachings the great challenge of human existence." Thus while the

Awen pervades the world, and carries all life, and lives, in its melody and inspiration, with

plants and animals manifesting it as instinct and in their own inherent natures, what

distinguishes humans is our capacity to know it for the first time -- and to respond to it with

choice and intention.Thus, Greer outlines the simplicity and depth of the GCC:"... the rule of life

that the clergy of the Gnostic Celtic Church are asked to embrace may be defined simply by

these words: find and follow your own Awen. Taken as seriously as it should be -- for there is

no greater challenge for any human being than that of seeking his or her purpose of existence,

and then placing the fulfillment of that purpose above other concerns as a guide to action and

life -- this is as demanding a rule as the strictest of traditional monastic vows. Following it

requires attention to the highest and deepest dimensions of the inner life, and a willingness to

ignore all the pressures of the ego and the world when those come into conflict, as they will,

with the ripening personal knowledge of the path that Awen reveals."All well and good, you say.

The basis for a mature Druidry, far removed from the fluff-bunny Pagan caricatures that Druids

still sometimes encounter. But what about down-to-earth stuff? You know: rituals,

visualizations, prompts, ways to manifest in my own life whatever realities may lie behind all

this high-sounding language.Greer delivers here, too. Though membership and ordination in

the GCC require a parallel membership in AODA, the practices, rites and visualizations are set

forth for everyone in the remainder of the book. That's as it should be: a spiritual path can take

either or both of these forms -- outward and organizational, inward and personal -- without

diminution. And those interested in ordination in other Gnostic organizations will probably

already know of the variety of options available today. Greer notes,"Receiving holy orders in the

GCC is not a conferral of authority over others in matters of faith or morals, or in any other

context, but an acceptance of responsibility for oneself and one's own life and work. The clergy

of the GCC are encouraged to teach by example, and to offer advice or instruction in spiritual

and other matters to those who may request such services, but it is no part of their duty to tell

other people how to live their lives.If, upon reflection, a candidate for holy orders comes to



believe that it is essential to his or her Awen to claim religious or moral authority over others as

part of the priestly role he or she seeks, he or she will be asked to seek ordination from some

other source. If one who is already ordained or consecrated in the GCC comes to the same

belief, in turn, it will be his or her duty -- a duty that will if necessary be enforced by the Grand

Grove [of AODA] -- to leave the GCC and pursue another path."The ceremonies, rituals and

meditations include the Hermitage of the Heart, the Sphere of Protection, the Calling of the

Elements, the Sphere of Light, a Solitary Grove Ceremony (all but the first derive from AODA

practice), and a Communion Ceremony that ritualizes the "Doctrine of the One":"I now invoke

the mystery of communion, that common unity that unites all beings throughout the worlds. All

beings spring from the One; by One are they sustained, and in One do they find their rest. One

the hidden glory rising through the realms of Abred; One the manifest glory rejoicing in the

realms of Gwynfydd; One the unsearchable glory beyond all created being in Ceugant; and

these three are resumed in One. (Extend your hands over the altar in blessing.

Say ...)"Included also are seasonal celebrations of the four solar festivals, the two Equinoxes

and Solstices, ordination ceremonies for priests, deacons and bishops, advice on personal

altars, morning prayer, evening lection or reading, and visualizations that recall Golden Dawn

visualizations of rays, colors and symbols.This manual is deceptive in its wealth of material --

plenty to provide a full Gnostic Celtic spiritual practice for the solitary, enough to help lead to a

well-informed decision if ordination is the Call of your Awen, and material rich for inspiration

and spiritual depth if you wish to adapt anything here to your own purposes.”

Alistair Bate, “... a description of the Gnostic Celtic Church this is excellent and like all J M

Greer's books it is .... As a description of the Gnostic Celtic Church this is excellent and like all

J M Greer's books it is beautifully written and very accessible. As with his other books I have

found inspiration, particularly with parts of the ritual, which I have been able to adapt for our

own use. The only reason I give four stars instead of five is because, as the author himself

admits, the vast majority of Christians would have a major issue with a "church" which is in

practice polytheistic. I was expecting something explicitly Christian, so that was a little

disappointing, nevertheless, there is much in this work to inspire Druids of a Christian

orientation and commitment and the author's treatment of the general area of neo-Gnosticism

is particularly good.”

Bret, “Good book for all. Opened my eyes on how much the Christian religion is truly built on

old time rituals in this book also demonstrates how the new Druids use Christian pageantry for

their celebrations.Good book for all,”

Oil42, “Good. Much of what the book explains can be found on the AODA's website. Despite

that, I did learn more about the GCC from this book, and would recommend buying it.”

Arthur, “A Book of Enlightenment. An excellent introduction to this subject, highly readable and

most interesting. Theme well developed and instruction of ritual very clear. I would readily

recommend this to others sharing such interests.Y”

The book by John Michael Greer has a rating of 5 out of 4.3. 18 people have provided

feedback.
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